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FIRST-TIME HOME BUYER
CHECKLIST

Set your budget and determine affordability.
Check credit score & credit report

Start saving for down payment

Get pre-approved for a mortgage.

Learn about closing costs (budget 2-5%)

Organize financial documents

Download our “5 Mistakes Buyers Make” free guide
Avoid large purchases or job changes

Start house hunting.

Ask questions until you feel confident

Review and understand all documents and contracts.

Bonus Tip: Don't move money between
accounts during the process without
talking to your lender first!
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LET'S TALK BUDGET

Estimate what you're currently spending vs. what you might
spend as a homeowner.

Purchase Down
Price Goal: Payment:
Current Monthly Expenses Future Ownership Budget
Description Amount Description Amount
Rent/Mortgage Estimated Mortgage
Utilities Property Taxes
Groceries Insurance
Transportation Maintenance
Subscriptions/ HOA fees
Memberships (if any)
Other
TOTAL TOTAL

How do you feel about the difference?

TIP: Talk to your lender to estimate a payment range
based on your approval.
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Credit Score Progress

INSTRUCTIONS: AR EE
TRACK YOUR CREDIT SCORE ACROSS THE 3 MAJOR BUREAUS.
CHECK IN MONTHLY AND SET IMPROVEMENT GOALS.
TRANS
NOTES MONTH EXPERIAN | TRANS | EquiFax

Tip: Don’t close old accounts unless advised — it

may hurt your score!
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Documents You'll Need for Your Loan

INSTRUCTIONS:
THIS CHEAT SHEET HELPS YOU COLLECT AND TRACK THE
PAPERWORK YOUR LENDER WILL ASK FOR.

Realtor Information:

Mortgage Broker Information:

Personal:
PHOTO ID
SOCIAL SECURITY CARD

RENTAL HISTORY / LANDLORD INFO

LETTERS OF EXPLANATION (IF NEEDED)

ADDITIONAL:

TIP: MAKE SURE YOU USE YOUR FULL
LEGAL NAME ON YOUR APPLICATION
THAT MATCHES YOUR SS#

Income:

LAST 2 PAY STUBS

LAST 2 YEARS TAX RETURNS
LAST 2 YEARS W2

LAST 2 YEARS 1099

ADDITIONAL INCOME DOCUMENTS

Assets:

BANK STATEMENTS (2 MONTHS)
RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS / 401(K)
GIFT LETTER (IF APPLICABLE)

ADDTIONAL ASSETS

Questions to Ask My Lender:

Mortgage Terms | Want to Learn:

TIP: KEEP EVERYTHING IN ONE FOLDER OR DIGITAL FILE TO AVOID
LAST-MINUTE SCRAMBLING.
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My Home Buying Notes

TYPE OF NEIGHBORHOOD

What type of neighborhood are you looking
for?

[ ] Urban: bustling city life
[ ] Suburban: balanced urban and residential

|:| Rural: peaceful, spacious countryside

COMMUTE PREFERENCES

What is your preferred commute time to
work?

[ ] Lessthan 15 minutes
[ ] 15-30 minutes
|:| Over 30 minutes

SCHOOL QUALITY

How important is the quality of local
schools?

[ ] Very Important
[ ] Somewhat Important
[ ] Not a Priority

COMMUNITY AMENITIES

Which amenities are important to you?
(Select all that apply)

|:| Parks and green spaces
[ ] Shopping centers/malls

|:| Restaurants and cafes
[ ] Public transportation access

|:| Fitness centers or sports facilities
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SAFETY & CRIME RATE

Rate the importance of low crime rates
and safety.

|:| Very Important
[ ] Somewhat Important
[ ] Neutral

NOISE LEVEL

Do you prefer a quiet neighborhood or
don't mind some noise?

[ ] Preferquiet
[ ] Don't mind noise

|:| Indifferent

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

How important is a sense of community
and neighborhood events?

[ ] Very Important

[ ] Somewhat Important

[ ] NotImportant

FAVORITE HOMES | HAVE SEEN




You've Got This!

You're Doing Amazing Things.
You're not just buying a house — you’re building a future.

We know the mortgage process can feel overwhelming, but look at you!
You've taken the time to get organized, get informed, and get ready.
That puts you way ahead of the game.

Remember, you don’t have to figure this out alone. We're here to guide
you through every step, without the confusing jargon or pressure.

Want to feel even more confident before you apply?

Check out our full eBook:
It's a friendly, step-by-step guide that walks you through the entire
mortgage process — from pre-approval to closing day.

Just hop over to noyesnestacademy.com/realtor to grab Home Loan
Basics and feel extra confident before you apply.
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Contact Us:
Got questions? Want to talk through your next step?
We’d love to hear from you.

@ easy.myl003app.com
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https://auth.lendwize.io/login?state=hKFo2SBSSHY3NnRSZDY0cjBESUtkVFotYVkxcUFZVE9ZWV85MqFupWxvZ2luo3RpZNkgVW1nYlEzeXpJcXgxbi1DbWtyalM0eUxIaUVQa0JkejCjY2lk2SA5RWlhalM5OUYzRUJVTkU0ZjkxbHRiNHQ3THNiTnc1ZA&client=9EiajS99F3EBUNE4f91ltb4t7LsbNw5d&protocol=oauth2&scope=openid%20name%20email%20companyName%20user_metadata%20app_metadata%20offline_access&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Feasy.my1003app.com%2Fcallback&connection=borrowerposprod&audience=https%3A%2F%2Flendwize.auth0.com%2Fapi%2Fv2%2F&redirectPath=%2Fpos%2Fapp%2Fselect-loan%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExakVvZ0t6WGpUeUhOSnU3M3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5PCWZbkH0Mcqn3PBCOrUnuQiB84eWOFeMYChKgddNzi_qLScSQdOxTurnHZg_aem_iBJILNSf_5Pv6iZ_qWEK2w&enable_freshchat=&enable_intercom=&portal_config=%7B%22message%22%3Afalse%2C%22portal%22%3A%22custom-new%22%2C%22path%22%3A%22assets%2Funiversal-login%2Fpos%2F%22%2C%22origin%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Feasy.my1003app.com%2F%22%2C%22theme%22%3A%7B%22loginTitle%22%3A%22LendWize%22%2C%22logo%22%3A%22logo.svg%22%2C%22remoteAssetPath%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Flwapiprod.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fthemes%2Fpos%2Flight%2F%22%7D%2C%22metadata%22%3A%7B%22WizeOrgUnit%22%3A%7B%22logoUrl%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Flwapiprod.s3.amazonaws.com%2F782%2Flogo%2Flogo_1660151107532.png%3Ft%3D1736835039464%22%2C%22complianceLogo%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Flwapiprod.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fcompliance-logos%2Fequal-housing-opportunity.svg%22%2C%22displayName%22%3A%22Edge%20Home%20Finance%22%2C%22email%22%3A%22info%40edgehomefinance.com%22%2C%22phone%22%3A%227632198484%22%2C%22companyName%22%3A%22Edge%20Home%20Finance%22%2C%22streetAddress%22%3A%225860%20Baker%20Road%22%2C%22apt%22%3A%22%22%2C%22city%22%3A%22Minnetonka%22%2C%22state%22%3A%22MN%22%2C%22zipcode%22%3A%2255435%22%2C%22id%22%3A782%2C%22pricingEnabled%22%3Afalse%2C%22proPlan%22%3Atrue%7D%2C%22WizeUser%22%3A%7B%22name%22%3A%22Arin%20Noyes%22%2C%22email%22%3A%22arin.noyes%40edgehomefinance.com%22%2C%22phone%22%3A%223862157534%22%2C%22workPhoneExt%22%3Anull%2C%22nmlsId%22%3A%221286312%22%2C%22jobTitle%22%3A%22Sr%20Broker%22%2C%22profileImage%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Flwapiprod.s3.amazonaws.com%2FWizeUsers%2F98496.png%22%2C%22proPlan%22%3Atrue%7D%2C%22BranchWizeOrgUnit%22%3Anull%2C%22RealtorUser%22%3Anull%2C%22enableEs%22%3Atrue%7D%2C%22nmls%22%3A%7B%22broker%22%3Anull%2C%22company%22%3A%22891464%22%7D%2C%22url%22%3A%7B%22signUp%22%3A%22register%22%2C%22forgotPassword%22%3A%22forgotPassword%22%2C%22pricing%22%3A%22inquiry%22%2C%22nmlsConsumerAccess%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Fnmlsconsumeraccess.org%2FEntityDetails.aspx%2FCOMPANY%2F%22%7D%2C%22font%22%3A%7B%22file%22%3A%5B%5D%7D%2C%22poweredBy%22%3A%22powered-by-logo.svg%22%2C%22supportEmail%22%3A%22support%40arive.com%22%2C%22serverUri%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Fposapi.my1003app.com%22%2C%22skipVariables%22%3Atrue%2C%22translateLang%22%3A%22en%22%7D&response_type=code&response_mode=query&nonce=MlBhUVNqQ2pxd1BHcnJHamQ3ZlcxM2RtTERwd3hEdFlmM25wMDZaMEtwZw%3D%3D&code_challenge=w74i4WDV0wi2N4dK-AVtmU1E0_OxvLJkpu2BQ-LhgnM&code_challenge_method=S256&auth0Client=eyJuYW1lIjoiQGF1dGgwL2F1dGgwLWFuZ3VsYXIiLCJ2ZXJzaW9uIjoiMi4yLjMiLCJlbnYiOnsiYW5ndWxhci9jb3JlIjoiMjAuMy4xMCJ9fQ%3D%3D

